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When using the current USDA grading 
system (United States Standards for Grades 
of Peaches; effective 21 May 2004), peach 
fruit is downgraded from #1 to #2 grade 
when scab damage occurs (defined as 
“cracked, or when aggregating more than 
3/8 inch in diameter” – roughly 4-6 well-
developed lesions on a fruit).  When 10% or 
more of the fruit in a shipment has scab 
damage, as defined above, the whole 
shipment can be downgraded.  



 Spores, conidia, are 
produced from overwintered 
stem lesions formed the 
previous year.  

 Conidial production starts 
about two weeks before 
shuck split, and it continues 
in earnest till 3-4 weeks after 
shuck split.  

 The time of onset, peak, and 
tapering-off of spore 
production potential is critical 
for management decisions. 
 
 

Scab – Fusicladium carpophilum 



For scab management, we have 
generally recommended the use 
of chlorothalonil (Bravo) 
applications at petal fall and 
shuck split, followed by sulfur 
and/or Captan applications for 
the remainder of the season – 
mainly as a resistance 
management plan for brown rot. 



“Petal fall scab sprays are 
sometimes of little value.  
However, if conditions are 
particularly favorable for scab 
development, no strategy can 
undo infections that develop 
because of a missed spray.” 
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2011 Peach Scab Data – Byron, GA (Flameprince) 
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2012 Peach Scab Data – Byron, GA (Flameprince) 
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2013 Peach Scab Data – Byron, GA (Flameprince) 



Conclusions 
 Petal fall sprays can have value for reduction of 

scab, particularly when using Abound. 
 Though efficacious, sulfur is not the best choice for 

petal fall or shuck split applications. 
 Abound and Bravo provide similar efficacy when 

followed by sulfur cover sprays, but Abound is 
moderately better. 

 When applied alone at petal fall and shuck split, 
Abound can provide surprising and exceptional 
scab control, but this is not a sufficient program, 
nor would it provide good resistance management.  







Conclusion 
If using Abound, Abound at petal fall followed by 
Bravo at shuck split is the preferred order of 
alternation for resistance management and efficacy.  
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